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an expedition to Dutch Guiana, which, after some fighting near
Surinam, completed the conquest of that territory also. Un-
happily these solid and substantial gains were somewhat
diminished in military value owing to the excessive forces
locked up in garrisoning them.
And, indeed, England at this time had few troops to spare
for any purpose save that of defending her own territory in
face of the ever-present menace of invasion. During the
first few months of the war Napoleon had assembled on the
French coast the so-called " Grand Army " of 160,000 of his
finest troops and a flotilla of boats to ferry them over to England.
At first he hoped to be able to effect this without the help of a
fleet, but soon realised that command of the Channel, even if
only temporary, was an essential preliminary to the success
of this perilous and lengthy operation, and devoted all his
ingenuity to securing such command. " Let us be masters
of the Channel for six hours ", he wrote, " and we shall be
masters of the world ". Aligned against him for the defence
of England's shores were first and foremost the British fleet,
" those far - distant, storm-beaten ships on which the Grand
Army never looked"—but which, none the less," stood between
it and the dominion of the world ", and secondly, the armed
forces of the country, which, numbering at the beginning of
the war less than 40,000 regular troops (out of a total of over
100,000) and about 50,000 militia, were inadequate for their
task as regards both numbers and quality.
Efforts were therefore made to increase these figures ; the
so-called Army of Reserve was instituted to fill up gaps in the
regular units/while recruiting for the militia and volunteers
was pressed forward with vigour. For the two first-najned
forces men were to be obtained by ballot, each parish having to
provide a certain quota of men, to the number of 100,000 in
all, while it was hoped to enrol volunteers to a total of 300,000
men. By the end of 1804 these measures had been so far
effective that they had secured for purposes of home defence
a grand total of 460,000 men, for the most part unhappily
deficient in organisation and discipline, and, in some cases,
absolutely without arms of any kind. The Army of Reserve
had entirely failed to materialise; the militia were below
strength and at a lamentably low level of efficiency ; and the
volunteer corps, though numerous, were in a state of chaos,
and many of them discontented and disaffected. In a word,
none of these improvised forces could have afforded very
serious or prolonged resistance to Napoleon's veteran legions
had the'latter once succeeded in setting foot on our shores.
Pitt, who had fallen from power shortly before the Peace

